The medical witnesses for the defence both founded strongly upon the opinion they had formed that the prisoner was a person of low mental organization, and they based their opinion of his being at the time of the murder insane, upon the alleged delusion under which he was said to labour, that the person whom he murdered had at one time called him a drunken blackguard. Their opinion, they stated, was confirmed by the circumstance which they held to be proved that the prisoner had no recollection of his having done the deed. In regard to the first of these, it was well remarked by the Solicitor-General, in his speech to the jury, that it was just persons of low mental organization that would commit murder, and who required to be restrained from committing it by the fear of punishment. As to the second, the medical gentlemen were both obliged to admit that, if it were true that the unfortunate deceased had called the prisoner a drunken blackguard, there would cease to be any delusion in the matter. The evidence on this point was conflicting,?it rather appeared that she had not said so to the prisoner, but it clearly appeared that she entertained this opinion regarding him, and that she had good reason for it. But, even if she had never said so, it would be a most serious matter for society if any man who, with or without foundation, conceives that another has miscalled him, should be allowed with impunity to cut that other's throat, and then say he had an insane delusion that the other called him a drunken blackguard. It is an utter mistake to say that this is such a delusion entering into the act ]864.] TRIAL OF GEORGE BRYCE FOR MURDER. * 77 as will excuse a crime. To exempt from the punishment of crime, the delusion must either be of such a nature that if it were not a delusion, but true, the man would be justified in acting as he is proved to have acted under the alleged delusion; or it must be of such a nature as radically to change the whole character of the surrounding circumstances. Examples of such delusion niay be found in the cases of Moyatos and Arnot quoted below, where the man believed his own life to be in danger, or where a man believes himself to be a deity, or that it is a devil or a wild beast that he is attacking. Now/even admitting that Jeanie Seaton never called the prisoner a drunken blackguard, it was only a mistaken idea of the prisoner's that she did so. He was conscious in himself how deserved the appellation was, and it was this that made the unkind word rankle in his bosom. It was his unhappy hatred of this woman that wrought the change in the prisoner which was noticed ever after that 10th of March 1863 when he so behaved himself as to alienate the affections of Isabella Brown?Jeanie's neighbour. Rightly or wrongly, he took up the idea that Jeanie had something to do with this, and his heart conceived enmity against her. But it is only a man of a depraved and wicked moral nature, who could for so trifling an offence against him, if his idea in regard to her had been true, have conceived the deadly enmity and hatred which the prisoner did against Jeanie Seaton. No man whose mind is rightly constituted would have done the act committed by the prisoner. But what is it that makes the difference between a murderer and other men ? Is it not just this, that while he allows the evil and wicked passions of his bad heart to obtain the mastery over him, and hurry him into crime, they learn to control these evil passions and to cast them from them as abhorrent to the better nature which God has planted within them. A good man, imbued with Christian virtue, learns so far to overcome these bad feelings as even to love his enemies, and do good to those who hate him. But there are multitudes of bad men in the world who would willingly gratify their hatred of others by committing murder if it were not for a wholesome dread of its punishment. There seems to be only this distinction between their case and that of Bryce, that he was not deterred from wreaking his vengeance on his poor victim by this fear. And it will hardly recommend the plea of insanity to the favourable consideration of the uninitiated, if the only practical difference which insanity makes upon a man is that it frees him from the dread of punishment. That homicide, to make an attempt to escape from punishment ? I cannot answer that from my own experience; but it is not uncommon for a lunatic who has done an act to try to escape punishment for that act. I cannot recall an instance of a lunatic who has done an act, or Avho has been told he has done it, attempting to escape from punishment. It is very common for lunatics to suppose that they have been slandered by people. It is a fact that medical men often cannot discover insanity by an examination of a man himself without reference to his past life. Assuming that the prisoner committed the act with which he is charged, I do not consider that he was of sound mind when he did so.
In my opinion, he was in a state of maniacal paroxysm when he committed that deed. He had a tendency to that, I think, before he left his father's house. I think that when he passed the gate the sight of the place probably brought the girl to his remembrance, and that brought on the paroxysm.
After such maniacal paroxysms are over, it is common for the person who has been under them to have no recollection of what he did when under them.
From the evidence given by his mother as to his state in October 1863, when he was strapped down, I have no doubt that he was then under a paroxysm.
I would have recommended then, had I been called in, that he should be subjected to restraint. I think his pulling out the knife to Lord Morton's men is only one of the many instances I heard in the evidence which indicated his being of an impulsive tendency. As to the evidence as to absence of mind, abstraction, gazing at the stars, and such like indications, I would not infer from any one of these that he Avas insane; but in this case, with the distinct progression of these indications, I would infer that they indicated that the man was gradually becoming insane. The disease gradually progressed. 
